360 PRODUCTION

8—Britisn CoLumsla.

The mountain belt in British Columbia is rich in gold, silver, copper, lead and
ging; its streams have yielded much alluvial gold, and on its flanks are enormous
beds of coal of excellent quality. Silver-lead and zinc ores have been extensively
mined in the East and West Kootenays, while to the south, at Nelson and Rossland,
gold and copper are the principal minerals. Farther west, at Copper Mountain,
low-grade copper ores carrying gold and silver values are mined. On the coast,
copper ores are mined at Britannia bay and at Anyox, and remarkably rich gold and
silver ores are mined near Stewart, on the Portland canal, in the northwestern
coast district. Coal of excellent quality is produced by the mines of Crowsnest
pass, East Kootenay and Vancouver island.

Practically the entire mineral production, exclusive of placer gold, is obtained
from that portion of the province near its southern boundary or along the coast,
mining development outside of the territory served by transportation facilities
being comparatively insignifieant. An imporiant smelting industry, producing
gold, silver, metallic copper, lead and zine, has been established at Trail, in the
southern interior. Research work at Trail, resulting in an economic method of
recovering zine from the refractory lead-zine ores of the Kootenays, has piven a
great impetus to mining activities in that region and aceounts in large measure
for the rapid growth in recent years of the production of silver, lead and zine in
British Columbia. A large copper-smelting plant is in operation at Anyox.

Sinee 1907, British Columbia has oceupied second place among the provinces
in regard to the value of mineral production. Previous to that time the province
had for many years held first place in value of output. In 1926 the production
was valued at $65,622,976, which was second only to Ontarie with a production of

$84,702,206.
12.—Mineral Production of British Columbla, 1924-1926.
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Flucrspar. .

Grindstones, ptllpstone.s u 240 19,000 481 27, ?31 700 5,116
Gypsum. ... ... ..., 30 150 240 0,916 156,964
Magnesium sulphate. * - - - - - -
Matro-alunite....... u - - 29 1,000 - -
Oxides (iron)........ u 120 2,620 133 2,740 108 920
PyTites.. ... eeeu.ns “ 8,091 40,459 2,870 13,350 3,374 15,870
Crarts.............. “ 21,382 43,034 853 2,362 6,466 6D
Sodjum earbonste,.. 510 5,173 1,120 8,140 595 5,310
Tale,... .vueonneans “ 165 3,630 92 1,589 - -
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STRUCTTRAL MATERIALS-

Cement.......,..... brl. = 1,240,331 485,185 | 1,161,844 544,863 1,289,018
Elay products. ........... - 460, 554 - 528,031 - 502,495
1mie—
Qulckl:me ........ Lush. 517,577 380,312 515,058 304,223 503,033 317,738
........ tons 4,157 50,517 1,718 60,212 7,898 99,149
li,and gravel., H - 544,937 § 1,415,232 446,806 | 1,456,284 357,985
tonel ............. w 178,225 383,741 256,226 337,196 253,061 358,247
Total............... - | 5,298,533 = | &4,485,24% - | 65,622,976




